Course Activities: Discussions

Discussions are activities you complete with other students either face-to-face or in an online forum. Discussions are a
great way to interact with classmates, reflect on course material, express opinions, and practice communication skills in a
less-formal setting.

Netiquette

Please abide by these guidelines in discussions:

* Avoid sarcasm and slang. Swear words are unacceptable. Never use derogatory comments, including those
regarding race, age, gender, sexual orientation, religion, ability, political persuasion, body type, physical or mental

health, or access issues.

* Avoid using ALL CAPS. This is perceived as shouting in the online world.

* Focus your responses on the questions or issues being discussed, not on the individuals involved. Be constructive
with your criticism, not hurtful.

* Review your messages before sending them. Remove easily misinterpreted language and proofread for typos.

* Respect other people's privacy and never reveal e-mail addresses.

Complete a Discussion Activity

Begin a Discuss activity by reading the instructions page. Then, click to page 2 to use the online discussion forum.
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From the Government and Here to Help You
As the old joke goes, the three greatest lies are:
1. The check is in the mail.

2. | promise | won't tell anyone.
3. I'm from the government, and I'm here to help you.

Fair or not, Americans have a pretty low opinion of politicians.

In this discussion, you'll have a chance to share what you
think about government officials. Of course, you can't just claim to like or dislike
someone without good reason, so you'll want to use the discussion planner to help
you formulate a logical argument.

Questions

1. What do you think of government officials? Do you think most of them deserve
their bad reputations? Why or why not?

This is a classwide discussion, so you'll be communicating with your entire class.

Directions

[ courses.apexlearning.com/apps/AceWeb/launch2.do?CMToken=MTk4MDMxNzI3&enrollmentlD=25372625&outlinelD=522220919
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You can use this to
“brainstorm your discussion
response, but it is not to be

turned in.

1. Click the printable discussion planner for detailed instructions and

writing assistance for this activity.

2. After you complete your planner, go to the next page to participate in
X' the discussion.

3. For technical instructions on using the discussion board, refer to the

Student Resources unit.




The first part of a discussion is a reply to the initial post — read all of the instructions and click the Reply button
for the initial post.
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Next, enter your reply in the Message field and click the Preview button to edit, and then the Post button to
submit. Please remember this is a graded written assignment, and it should not be written in “text speech”.
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The second part of a discussion is responding to other student posts and following up on responses to your posts.
Click the Reply button for the post you want to respond to.
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